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HALF CENTS 



oilier fellow half cent collectors who huvu shared their information about thin 

Many of you may not be familiar with die variety collecting except for the 
few outstanding examples listed in most of the standard reference books. The 
current standard half cent variety reference book is “American Half Cents” by 
Roger Cohen—issued in 1971. Roger is currently in the process of reprinting 
his book with more complete information on regular issues, an added section on 
proof half cents, ami belter plates illustrating the known varieties. 

Walter is now reviving his earlier unpublished work on half cents, lie 
expects to publish a half cent Imok with updated condition census information 

two texts will serve to educate those collectors unfamiliar with this series—and 
further enlighten those already involved in collecting half cents. 

The proof half cent information contained in this article is given in much 
greater detail in Walter Breen's hook "Encyclopedia of United States and 
Colonial I’roof Coins, 1722-1977.” This book should be one of your standard 
references; it is a classic work. 

In this article I will estimate the number of coins extant by date, although, 
because of melting, this number is only a guess. As with the Large Cent 
Analysis in the April and May Monthly Summary issues, the number of coins 
under the “Mint Stale Specimens” column will include half cunts that grade 
Mir.r. and higher in die condition census informal ion by Kiirly American 

... he Ami again, although coins dial glade KF It. and Al.. he 

called iiucli. Dialed l.y n.acy pmvey.as of Coins, ll.ey will la.....eluded 11..... lids 


The basal value listed will show an approximate value relationship to other 

differences that exist in higher grades of the Draped Must half cent series, 1 will 
add a second column—“Extremely Fine Basal Value”. When you ascertain the 
“The Coin Dealer Newsletter” bid value for a certain grade Draped Bust half 
cent, multiply that value times the basal value to find tile value of the coin you 
have. Example: 1807 half cent basal value in Extremely Fine is 1.45. Multiply 
the value of the commonest date of the series (1804 or 1806) times 1.45. In 
this instance, Extremely Fine hid is $115.00 x 1.45 “ $166.75. Of course, this 
is only an approximate value, but it will serve us a general guide to individual 
date values. 


LIBERTY CAP, HEAD FACING LEFT, LETTERED EDGE 

Reported Number Mint State MS-60 Basal 

Mintage Extant Specimens Value Value 

1793 36,334 1,000-1,500 15-20 $45,000+ 1.0 

Four die varieties of about equal rarity—none of any importance to the 
type collector. Popular as the first year of issue. In great demand in middle to 
higher grades when clean and problem-free. 


Single copy price. $2.50 


LIBERTY CAP. HEAD FACING RIGHT. LETTERED EDGE 

1794 81,600 2,500-3,500 12-18 $22,500+ 1.15 

Nine die varieties and six sub-varieties with large and small edge letter 

variations. Very scarce in Extremely Fine and better. True EF (not commercial 
EF) coins are worth nearly triple bid, though most offered as EF are not. Most 
coins found are a dark shade. 

1796 25,600 750-1,250 5-10 $20,000+ 1.2 

Two varieties. The “punctuated date” is worth a 10% premium. These 
lettered edge coins arc thicker than the plain edge coins that follow and seem to 
be made from better planchets. Some exhibit proof-like surfaces. Rare and 
beautiful are words to describe this type! 

LIBERTY CAP, HEAD FACINfi RIGHT, PLAIN EDGE 

1795 109,000 2,500-3,750 10-20 $16,000+ 1.0 

Seven varieties, including planchet thickness variations. No pole variety is 

common; “punctuated date” worth a 10% premium. Many of this series over¬ 
struck on rolled out Talbot Allum & Lee tokens and spoiled cents. 

1796 

With Pole 5,090 ) 75-100 5-8 $50,000+ 15.0 

One of the rare ones! With 40 coins documented (and quite a few others 
underground) there seems to be more mint state coins than one would expect. 
BEWARE of electrotype copies, altered dates, and well circulated 1795 pieces 
with worn dates being offered as 1796 half cents. 

1796 

No Pole 1,390 ' 18-25 2-3 Spec. 25.0 

Super-rare! Its value in any grade is speculative. Seldom offered for sale 
publicly. Even a rumor of one initiates collector frenzy—viewing one produces 
a catatonic stab*. (Owning one, sudden death?—well maybe not that extreme, 
perhaps just heavy breathing!) 

1797 119,215 2,500-3,750 7-16 $16,000+ 1.0 

Five exciting varieties. The “1 ubovc Die first 1” in the date is common; 

the “centered head” and the “low head” command a 30% prcmiui . The lough 
ones: the “lettered edge” type wi' . a 400% premium; 'he “gripped edge" type 
(with about ten coins known) remains speculative invuluc. An interesting year. 

This data for the Liberty Gap series will probably cause a bit of the truth 
to emerge; true mint slate pieces are rare. .. tremely Fine and About Uncircu¬ 
lated coins are difficult to obtain. This series seems to have been well circulated 
and few escaped the toll of circulating. 


I ill APED III HIT 

Now we have eulered I be era of luleirupled supply mid use of half cents. 
Small Inuirdn from 1800. 180-1, and IHIMI provide us today with plenty of mint 
stale specimens ami possibly some Insight concerning Urn lack of popularity 
and use of lllis coin. The fact that there are quite a few high grude circulated 
coins extant may indicate that this series from 1800 to 1808 may not have 
circulated as heavily as might normally expected. 

EF 

Reported Number Mint Stale MS-60 Basal Basal 

Mintage Extant Specimens Value Value Value 

1800 211,530 2,500-3,500 100-150 $ 800 1.28 1.15 

One variety. At least two hoards provide plenty of mint state pieces, many 
of them red und spotted. Scarcer in the middle to higher grades of circulation. 

1802/0 14,366 350-550 0 - 8.5 - 

Two varieties. The reverse of 1800 variety (with 15 coins known) is of 
speculative value. The only year in the half cent series without a mint state 
specimen known: one AU, no EF, 6-10 VF—and the rest in varying states of 
ugliness. “Ugliness” is the word—all coins are struck on rolled out spoiled cents 
and seldom appear smooth or medium brown. An aggravating year for the fussy 
collector. 

(Continued on Page Twc 
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